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“Flight of the Butterflies” – Chain Reaction 
It all began at our February OVBG meeting when Georgann taught us how to make paper 
butterflies that an Englishman on her cruise last summer, taught her.  I was so intrigued 
with their beauty that, afterwards, I took samples to the senior center to show our craft 
coordinator, Pam.  She, too, was fascinated at the beauty, diverse colors, sizes and 
shapes, and immediately scheduled a class in March.  Prior to the class, I managed to 
prepare kits.  The class was such a hit that Pam said, ‘These butterflies are the perfect 
items for our place settings at our upcoming style show in March” and she ordered 160 
on the spot! OOPS! Pam, knowing I couldn’t possibly fill that order alone, enlisted much 
help from our friends at the center.  Those from the class taught others and surprisingly, 
we reached our goal on time. Happy Ending!  Attendees were delighted with their 
butterflies. 
 
That’s what OVBG is about – sharing their talents and skills with others. 

Mary Durbin 
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May: 
Judy Dominic will be teaching folded paper books. 

 

Judy Dominic will be teaching these lovely paper 
books.  Some are folded, some accordion and some flip 
flap. There are numerous styles.  Tools to bring: paper 
scissors, ruler, double-sided tape, white glue, craft 
brush (for the glue),bone awl or table knife, awl/ice 
pick (optional: buttons, thin ribbon).  Also cardstock, 
paper.  If you bring your own supplies – no cost.  If you 
use Judy’s – cost is $5.00.  Please let her know if you 
want to use her supplies so she brings plenty.   
judy@judydominic.com 
513-367-0710 
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June: 
Vicki Nicolaci will teach us how to make a watch.   

 

Vicky will have watch faces to choose from at the May 
meeting.  She will also need an idea of colors, etc. so 
she can get the right amount of supplies.  Cost of this 
class to follow. 

 
 
July: 
Mary Rhodes will be teaching mini egg baskets (from waxed linen). 
September: 
Georgann will teach bells. 
October: 
We need a project. 
 
Sue still needs projects for the rest of the year.  If you are interested in teaching a project in 2008, please contact 
Sue Dennedy. 
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Thanks to those who brought refreshments for the meeting.  Refreshments for next month will be provided by Janet Gibson, 
Sue Dennedy and Mary Rhodes. 
 
Birthdays: Kathy Spitler (4/17) and Linda Miller (4/15) 
 
Family news: Linda Mitchusson has come out of retirement and is temporarily employed in census taking.  Sue Dennedy’s 
son got a job.  Nancy Ulmer is on crutches due to her fibromyalgia. 
 
Corrections to the February minutes: Janet Gibson taught the fiber necklaces, not the paper butterflies. 
 
Librarian’s Report: 

1) Vicky wants to thank everyone who helped move the library: Sue Dennedy and her father, Georgann Bates, Pat and 
Don Welti and Linda Miller.  Afterwards everyone enjoyed a nice lunch at Zips.   

2) The handles that have been stored in the library cabinets (from Pat Dunning) will go with Linda Miller to the 
Stateline Weaver’s Retreat in Richmond, IN.  Linda will have a table at the marketplace on Friday night and the 
handles will be for sale.  Proceeds will go to the guild treasury. 

3) We have a new addition to the library.  The book and DVD from the Grass Roots exhibit at the Freedom Center 
were brought by Judy Dominic. 

 
Teacher Liaison Report: 
The Kohler’s will not be able to teach our guild this year.  They are scheduled for the first week-end in May 2010.  Sue 
Twombly is coming May 1 and 2.  She will be teaching wire bracelets (photos to follow).  In addition, Venie Hinson is 
scheduled the weekend of September 18-20. Proposed baskets will be discussed at the April meeting.  You will be 
asked to indicate your interest for various baskets and we will need to commit to Venie by early May as to which 
baskets we want her to teach.  She is able to teach two baskets at a time for selected baskets.  She is also willing 
to do a marbling class. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
March Treasurer’s report: 
Beginning Balance  995.78 
   
Income:   

2009 Dues Paid  15.00 
   
Expenses:   

   
   
Ending Balance  1010.78 
 
Teacher Liaison Report: 

1) Venie Hinson will be teaching the guild the week-end of September 18-20.  Terri Brenner is passing around a sign-
up sheet that indicates the dates.  We will need to commit at the next meeting.  She will possibly teach a marbling 
class on Friday evening.  Saturday/Sunday will be 8 hour basket classes. 

2) Sue Twombly is scheduled for May 1-2.  Classes will NOT be at the New England Club as noted in the February 
newsletter.  Classes will be held at Linda Miller’s house.  Please contact Linda Miller if you are interested in taking 
one of her beautiful bracelet classes. 

 
Project Manager Report: 

1) We will be working on the Appalachian Festival project at the April meeting. 
2) Judy Dominic will be teaching how to make small paper books.  Judy brought many beautiful samples.  She will 

send photos to Linda Miller to insert in the April newsletter.  Items to bring include: scissors for paper, ruler, 
double-sided tape or glue, a bone folder, pointed took (ice pick), ribbons, buttons, card stock, paper.  Judy will bring 
supplies.  If you choose to use the supplies provided by Judy, there will be a $5.00 cost.  If you bring your own 



  

supplies, no cost.  If you plan to use Judy’s supplies, please e-mail or call her to let her know so she has an idea of 
how much to bring: judy@judydominic.com or call 513-367-0710. 

3) Vicky Nicolaci will be teaching a beaded watch in June (see photo).   
 
Old Business: 
Appalachian Festival: Set up for the festival will be on Thursday , May 7 at 3:00 pm.  Those scheduled to help are Sue 
Dennedy, Janet Gibson, Mary Rhodes and Linda Mitchusson.  If you need someone to take your baskets to set-up, please 
contact one of these folks or you can drop your baskets off on Thursday afternoon at Old Coney.  Sue announced that we 
still need help on Saturday.  Pat Chapman volunteered as she will be coming to pick up the receipts anyway.  Terri Brenner 
offered to help tear down. 
 
Next month’s newsletter message will be provided by Mary Durbin. 
 
Judy Dominic brought weaving supplies from a friend who is no longer weaving.  Please make a small donation if you want 
any of these supplies. 
 
Raffle: Mary Rhodes provided the raffle item. Judy volunteered to donate a raffle item for next month. 
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For those of you with internet access, check out the Macy’s web site 
(http://www.macys.com/compaign/rwanda/index.jsp) Several months ago, there was an article in Oprah magazine 
about Willa Shalit.  She is the daughter of movie critic, Gene Shalit and is the founder of Fair Winds Trading.  
She started this company after going to Rwanda to meet with women who were widowed, raped, tortured or 
otherwise traumatized by the genocide in that country.  She worked with Macy’s CEO to set up a selling 
mechanism for women crafters.  She started with baskets and is now hoping to bring textiles, jewelry and other 
items to the rest of the world through Macy’s.  You can order baskets on line through Macy’s Shop for a Better 
World.  The funds go directly to Rwandan women, no middlemen.  These baskets are beautiful.  Thanks to Terri 
Brenner for passing this information on to us and I am sorry I did not get this information to everyone prior to 
Christmas.  These would have made great Christmas gifts. 
 
Basket Cruise: 
February 13-20, 2010, Carnival Cruise Lines is offering a Caribbean Cruise for basketweavers.  Teachers on the 
cruise are: Anne Bowers, Sandy Bulgrin, Flo Hoppe, Debbie Hurd, Sue Kamen, Candace Katz and Karen Zane.  
For information visit the web site www.basketweavingcruise.com/Site_2/welcome.html 
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Feb 2-6, 2009– Georgia Basketry Assocation 2008 Convention, Atlanta, GA, (http://georgiabasketry.com/) 

Feb 20-22, 2009 – Winter Weave, Mentor OH, http://www.winterweave.com 

Mar 19-22, 2009 – North Carolina Basketmakers Association Annual Convention, Durham, NC, (http://www.ncbasketmakers.com) 

Mar 27-28, 2009 – Spring Fling at Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort & Conference Center, Rockford, IL (www.llbwa.com) 

Apr 16-18, 2009 – Stateline Friends Weaving Retreat, Richmond, IN (http://whitewaterbasketguild.com/retreat.html) 

May 18-24, 2009 – Stowe Bsketry Festival, Stowe, VT (http://www.roundhearth.com) 

Jun 9-13, 2009 – Bluegrass Area Basketmakers Seminar, Jabez, KY – no web site posted, call 859-986-8306 for information. 

June 26-28, 2009 – Weavin’ in Winona: Tau Conference Center of Winona State University.  Scheduled teachers include: Diane 

Erickson, Flo Hoppe, Annetta Kraayeveld, Marlene Meyer, Cass Schorsch, Marlys Sowers and Marilyn Wald. 



  

(www.weavininwinona.com) 

July 9-11, 2009 – Kentucky Basket Association convention in Shepherdsville, KY conference center.  There will be an exhibit of White 

Oak baskets from the Hart county collection, also white oak basketry demonstrations.  (http://www.thekentuckybasketassociation.org) 

July 24-25, 2009 - Midsummer Weave (www.heritagebasketryguild.com) 

Aug 8-9, 2009 – Missouri Basketweavers Guild (http://www.unionpoint.net/mbg/convention.html) 

Aug 14-16, 2009 – Willowes Weaving Seminar (www.willowes.com) 

Sep 11-13, 2009 – Camp Tuck-a-Basket (Land of Lincoln Basketweavers), Interstate Center, Bloomington, IL (www.llbwa.com) 

Sep 18-20, 2009 – Shawano Fall Workshop, Wolf River Basketry Guild; instructors include Feix Family Baskets, Cass Schorsch, Stebe 

Paulowski and Laura Lee Zanger (www.wolfriverbasketryguild.com) 

Oct 1-2, 2009 – Northwest Hoosier Basket Guild, Valparaiso, IN (www.nwhoosierbasketguild.com) 

Oct 2-4, 2009 – Retreat, Dreamweavers Basket Guild NEO; Instructors include: Jill Choate, Dianne Gleixner, Dianne Masi and Dory 

Maier, Venir Hinson and Tika Tucker; contact Venie Hinson, veniehinson@earthlink.net or call 216-905-4560. 

 

IF ANYONE IS AWARE OF OTHER EVENTS, PLEASE SUBMIT THE INFORMATION TO THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR. 
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Venie Hinson Class 

 
Venie Hinson is scheduled for September 18 (Friday Night) and September 19 (all day 
Saturday).  Teaching fees will be determined as soon as we know the number of students.  The 
Guild will contribute toward the teaching fee.  Class locations are yet to be determined.   
 
Friday night is a marbling workshop.  Materials fee is $29.  The class  will last 2-3 hours. 
 
On Saturday, 2 different baskets will be offered.  Both are 8 hour classes and will be taught at 
the same time.  You can choose from Iroquois Treasures (materials fee $42) and Sandscape 
(materials fee $32).  See photos below. 
 
We will have sign-up at the May meeting.  (Those of you who already signed the sheet at the 
April meeting will have first priority).  We have room for 16 studente for wach day.  To hold 
your place in the class you will need to bring a check payable to Venie Hinson for the 
materials fees for the classes you want.  Please post date the check to September 18.  If you will 
not be at the May meeting you can mail it to Terri Brenner at 4350 Northwood Pass, Harrison, 
OH  45030.  If you find you are unable to take the class, it will be your responsibility to sell 
your spot to someone else or get the kit from Venie. 
 
 
 



  

Venie Hinson Classes 
Friday Night – September 18, 2009 
Marbling Workshop 

 
Experience Level :   All levels      
Size of Project:  Choice of one silk scarf (8” x 54”) or 3 poplar strips, each 2” x 48” 
Minimum number of students required: 8  
Number of Hours: 2-3, depending on number of students.  I set up one tray for each 6 students 
Total Class Fee:  $29 per student  
Description:  Marbling is the art of floating colors on a solution, then combing through the “stones” to create wonderful, colorful  

patterns.  Watch a lecture/demo on “how to marble”, including chemicals, equipment and preparations 
required.  Then it’s YOUR turn to have fun!  Create your own marbling patterns in a tray large enough to hold 
your choice of 3 poplar strips or a silk scarf.  Keep all 3, or trade with others in the group.  Extra strips 
available at $6 each.  Extra scarves available at $15 each. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday – September 19, 2009 
Your Choice: 

 
Name of Basket: Iroquois Treasures  Class Length:   8 hours  (incl. pre-started base) 
Basket Size  12” high x 11” diameter 
Weaving Level:    Advanced 
Pre-Requisite for student:   Twining experience required 
Description:    Iroquois Treasures is FULL of great techniques, from a bundled base, to a 2/2 waling in regular/reverse weaves to 
create arrows around the basket, to twill patterning, to a lovely, unique pull and lash rim. No cut and tuck here!  Made of 
natural and smoked reed, with a marbled strip to match, the form is reminiscent of Iroquois pottery. 
Special Tools student needs to bring:  Cable ties 
Kit fee only:  $42 
 
 



  

 
Name of Basket :  Sandscape      Hours needed to make basket:  8  hours  
Weaving Level:  Inter/Advanced 
Size:  6” high x 10” long x 8” wide  
Basket description:  Begin with a rectangular bundled base, learn a great cat’s head technique to create a really squashy basket 
woven in chase weaves,  add a marbled strip surrounded by broken arrow 2/2 waling (regular and reverse weaves using 4 
weavers), top off with a uniquely ti-twined rim lashed waxed linen and studded with wooden beads, and  you’ve got the makings 
for a beauty of a basket.  Shaping and spoke spacing emphasized. 
Special tools needed:  Spokeweight 
Kit price only:  $32 
 

Stateline Weavers Retreat 
A large number of our membership attended the convention in Richmond, IN this 
month.  Here are some of photos from the event.  Everyone had a great time! 

 Georgann Bates 

 

 Mary Rhodes 



  

 

 Jane Pope 

 

Pat Chapman 

 

Kathy Spitler 

I will have more photos at the May meeting. 
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